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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The book Mihi Collected Poem is classified as: Unrestricted 

Mi hi Collected Poems is a 174 page book consisting of Hone Tuwhare's poems. The collection is 
acknowledged as classic New Zealand literature. The contents of the publication are 174 pages of 
selected poems from the author's oeuvre spanning his writing years to 1987. Ten extra pages at the 
beginning of the book contain a tide page, biographical details, publishing information which states 
that the bookwas first published in 1987, a dedicatory, and a full list of contents. The bookwas 
submitted to the Classification Office under sl3(l)(c) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993, by a member of the public, who objects to its use in schools because of its 
sexual content and offensive language. 

The publication deals with matters of sex in that it uses sexual imagery and references in a number 
of poems. It also uses a peppering of offensive language throughout the book. 

The works within the publication convey the passion the author has for his world and a learned 
connection with other literary and artistic genre. It has and a distinct and effortless humour which 
is clever in both its simplicity and in its capture of the bawdiness in the vernacular of the working 
man. Given the nature of the book's contents, the Classification Office has considered whether 
any injury to the public good would be likely to arise from the book's unrestricted availability. It 
has been determined that no such injury would be likely. The strong contexts of the poetry and 
the clarity of the poet's tone and emotion alleviate the effects of any components in question. The 
book is intended for, and is appropriate reading for, a mature audience. A reader with the maturity 
to read the poems is likely to have the maturity to deal with its contents. The mature reader must 
also make a conscious decision to engage with the book and the usual browsing behaviours will 
influence their choice to continue to a more comprehensive level. Unlike a film, a book of text 
does not make a sudden and colourful impression on naive viewers, and this book requires a level 
of engagement with the text that would make it of little interest to children. 

The Classification Office has taken into account the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR 
Act) when making this decision. While it is acknowledged that persons maybe offended by 
reading this book, the NZBR Act states that everyone has the freedom to seek, receive, and impart 
information and opinions of any kind in any form. Under s5 of the NZBR Act, this freedom is 
subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free 
and democratic society. To restrict the availability of this publication would not be a reasonable 
limitation. 
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